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CHARLTON HOUSE 
The South London community centre  

with royal connections



1. WMFB supporters enjoyed a day at 
Highgate Cemetery. As well as a 
tour of the evocative graveyard, 
the group heard about the complex 
issues of maintaining and conserving 
cemeteries in the 21st century

2. Gavin Stamp delighted guests once 
more with his tour of St Paul’s 
Cathedral and the City Churches. Here 
the group learn about St Stephen’s, 
Walbrook, Wren’s beautiful domed 
church near Mansion House

3. Supporters had an exclusive tour of 
Westminster Abbey’s Triforium before 
work begins on the new Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee galleries

4. On June 2nd we welcomed Master 
Plasterer, Philip Gaches and 
specialist in early decorative 
plasterwork, Dr Claire Gapper to 
speak at our annual Mellon Lecture 
at The Art Workers’ Guild. The event 
was generously supported by The Paul 
Mellon Estate
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I was born in Libya and so my parents have always claimed that 
my love of the past was sparked by being wheeled around the 
ruins of Leptis Magna in a pram. It’s a nice story, but I was only 
three months old at the time… instead I suspect the reality lies in 
a childhood spent exploring the ruins of Persepolis or Edward I’s 
Welsh castles, combined with an overactive imagination. Later, 
the dolce vita of university excavations in Italy (a Mediterranean 
climate, fabulous food plus The Romans) led to an early 
archaeological career down wet, muddy trenches in the English 
Midlands. I loved every minute of it – I even met my wife on a 
carpark while excavating Shrewsbury Abbey. Not many people 
can claim ‘would you like a tour of some medieval cess-pits?’ to 
be their winning chat-up line… probably for good reason. 

So, a passion for heritage across the world has led me to 
World Monuments Fund Britain. I am delighted to take on 
the baton from Jonathan Foyle and Colin Amery. This is truly 
an important charity, one that champions and breathes new 
life into extraordinary buildings and monuments. And we 
are needed now more than ever as we live through a time of 
significant change. The current economic climate here in the 
UK and across the globe favours development that is often new, 
bland and identikit. Elsewhere, particularly in areas where 
land values are not high, the costs of upkeep can lead to neglect 
and dilapidation. Worse still there are natural and human 
disasters to contend with, including the impact of conflict. The 
World Monuments Fund family, including us here in Britain, 
stands for places that are distinctive, rich in stories and imbued 
with the patina of history. We can help others to ensure that 
heritage is not lost, and this edition of Monumentum highlights 
the range of things that we are currently working on to make 
that difference. As ever, we need and appreciate your support, so 
please join me and get involved to make sure that extraordinary 
buildings of the past are cherished and have a thriving future.

Find out more about John on page 8
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LONDON’S 
UNDISCOVERED 
JACOBEAN  
GEM

Situated in the Royal Borough of Greenwich with commanding views 
over the Thames Valley to the Square Mile beyond, Charlton House is an 
outstanding survival of an early 17th century gentry mansion. WMFB 
Project Director Melissa Marshall and Project Officer Sophie Buchanan 
introduce London’s Jacobean treasure 

COVER STORY

Built between 1607 – 1612 for Sir Adam Newton, Dean of Durham and tutor to King 
James I’s eldest son Prince Henry, Grade I listed Charlton is the most important 
Jacobean mansion in greater London and today houses a well-loved local commu-
nity centre. Its rich history spans a series of owners, a stint as a hospital in World 
War I and near destruction in the Blitz.  

Surprisingly little known beyond its locality, Charlton House exempli-
fies the architectural transition between the late medieval fashion for osten-
tatious prodigy houses of the Elizabethan period – those built in adoration 
of the Queen and in anticipation of a royal visit – to the later more compact, 
symmetrical and restrained approach popularised by the classically inspired  
buildings of Inigo Jones adopted through the mid-17th century.

Modest in scale, restrained in style and classical in detail, the architect 
of Charlton is presumed to be John Thorpe, who had served as Clerk of Works at 
nearby Greenwich Palace. Configured on a compact H plan layout and constructed 
of red brick embellished with contrasting stone dressings, the interior includes a 
great hall, chapel, state dining room, saloon and long gallery. The main entrance 
on the west front features a richly decorated frontispiece with elaborate detailing 
corresponding with patterns taken from the popular German publication of the 
day, Wendel Dietterlin’s Architectura of 1593. This is a reflection of the growing taste 
for the latest European designs for buildings, interiors and gardens and the influx 
of continental artisans to England.   

Charlton tells a story of royal connections. The interior of the house re-
tains a wealth of exceptional decorative features including exquisitely carved 
marble fireplaces and exuberant plasterwork ceilings complete with pendants, 
strapwork and royal devices attributed to the leading craftsmen of the day. The 

opposite
Charlton’s grounds are a 
public park, and each year 
they host the ‘Horn Fayre’  
– a day of community 
events and activities that 
celebrate the site’s history, 
continuing a tradition dating 
back to the Middle Ages

below
The original staircase 
features ornate newel posts 
with perforated finials and 
carved gargoyles at the top of 
each handrail. A carved wolf 
once stood on the ground floor 
newel post but this was removed 
by the Maryon-Wilson family 
when they sold the property
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COVER STORY

In 2014 ownership of Charlton passed 
to the Royal Greenwich Heritage Trust 
(RGHT), an independent charity now 
caring for a portfolio of heritage assets 
within the borough. WMFB has been 
working in partnership with the Trust 
to develop a vision for the site – one 
that will prioritise the building’s 
conservation needs and protect its 
status as a vital community centre. 
WMFB is supporting the Trust with a 
generous grant of £35,000 from The 
Paul Mellon Estate to fund an updated 
Condition Survey for the site and 
enable the essential planning stage to 
get underway.
 
Do you have a personal connection to Charlton 
House, or a story about its history? We would 
love to hear from anyone who can help us 
discover more about this amazing building. 
Please contact Sophie Buchanan, Project 
Officer, sophie@wmf.org.uk, +44 (0)207 251 8142

top to bottom
The Grade I listed Garden House 
is an interesting example of an 
early brick garden structure 
in an early classical style. 
Converted into a public toilet in 
the 1930s, it is now vacant and in 
poor condition

A detail from a timber 
chimneypiece in one of the ground 
floor rooms records the date of 
the building’s completion, 1612

Visitors enjoy the Mulberry Tea 
Rooms café housed in the Hall, 
one of many community facilities 
at Charlton, including a book 
library, toy library, and 
Japanese Language School

opposite
Charlton in 1909: one of a set of 
photographs taken by Country Life 
magazine, showing the Saloon with 
a busy Edwardian interior during 
the residence of the Maryon-
Wilson family

Prince of Wales’ feathers feature prominently, accompanied in places by the 
royal monogram and coat of arms. Outside stands a mulberry tree believed to 
have been planted at the behest of James I. 

Contemporary evidence suggests that Sir Adam Newton did not build the 
house as a residence for the Prince, but it is unclear how he financed the property 
without the support of the crown. However, since Prince Henry died in 1612 at 
the age of eighteen – the year the house was completed – it is clear that Charlton’s 
primary purpose was not to serve as a royal residence.

A 1909 issue of Country Life magazine captures Charlton with a busy Ed-
wardian interior during the ownership of the Maryon-Wilson family, just sixteen 
years before ownership of the house passed to Greenwich Council.

Whilst local authority ownership saved the building, life as a thriving 
community centre has taken its toll and many of the historic features have de-
teriorated. There are also ongoing issues with water penetrating the decorative 
plasterwork ceilings, the casement windows require care and concrete repairs on 
the roof are failing. The 1630’s Garden House – often attributed to Inigo Jones al-
though heavily debated – is now derelict and a designated building at risk.

There is no question of Charlton’s significance, however  the rich history of its patrons, 
craftsmen and interiors provide a tantalising glimpse of the discoveries yet to come. 





In anticipation of our major 
Heritage and Conflict event,  
WMF’s Executive Vice President, 
Lisa Ackerman introduces this 
topical subject and reflects on 
heritage caught in the crossfire

 HERITAGE   
 AND 
 CONFLICT

Heritage appears to be increasingly in the line of fire. The extent of the damage 
is analysed through satellite imagery, chronicled through social media, and it 
points to the toil taken on the communities living in conflict zones. No building, 
archaeological complex, museum, or heritage site will ever be as important as 
the loss of human life or the tumultuous conditions in which millions of people 
are living as a result of armed conflict in their homeland. Buildings can be recon-
structed, repaired, or interpreted in new ways in post-conflict eras. Nonetheless, 
the attack on cultural heritage is an assault on the legacy, history, economy and 
often the soul of those living in specific communities.

Attacks on places that define a society’s values are not new. Man has de-
stroyed the property of others for millennia. Visitors marvel today at the remains 
found in the Roman Forum and are in awe of the expanse of the Roman Empire in 
antiquity. One of the highlights of visiting Rome for many is a glimpse of the Arch 
of Titus; perhaps few recognise that the monument commemorates the triumphs 
of Titus during the 1st century Siege of Jerusalem and depicts the spoils carried 
out of the city. Similarly many neo-classical paintings depict grand scenes of tri-
umph, illustrating the power of victorious leaders. Often the greatest messages 
in the paintings are conveyed through the viewers’ recognition of famous sites 
displayed in ruins.

In the 20th century, devastation came to historic sites throughout the 
former Yugoslavia, notably the shelling of Dubrovnik and the destruction of the 
bridge in Mostar. Hundreds of other sites were affected, from people’s homes to 
libraries, hospitals, schools, religious sites, and stores. Each act robbed local citi-
zens of their livelihood, security and well-being. The loss of the fabric of a com-
munity diminishes collective memory and personal legacy. 

“Having the support and backing of organisations like World Monuments Fund offers 
us some comfort at a distressing and uncertain time for Syria. WMF has, for many years 
championed our country’s cultural heritage and I have great respect for the organisation’s 
work across the world helping communities to save historic sites affected by disasters and 
conflict. It is an honour to be asked to come to London to talk about our crisis in Syria and 
the work that my team is doing to secure and record our country’s irreplaceable heritage.”
—  
Maamoun Abdulkarim, Director-General of Antiquities and Museums for Syria

FEATURE
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Today, our attention is focused particularly on the Middle East and North 
Africa. As the conflict rages across the region, millions of people have been dis-
placed, creating a refugee crisis and interrupting the lives of countless citizens 
in these countries. Indeed we learn daily of the destruction of monuments in 
these regions. Whether it is an incident such as the attack at the Bardo Museum 
in Tunis, the explosions at Hatra in Iraq or the detonation of bombs in Cairo that 
shattered countless objects in the collection of the Islamic Art Museum, what is 
lost is a sense of security and knowledge gained from learning about the past. We 
lose that moment of discovery and inspiration when we see something of great 
ingenuity and beauty that is ancient and broadcasts a clear connection to our 
lives today. We see ourselves in the traces of the past, even if we are separated by 
the distance of time and geography. We mourn these losses not because they are 
more important than the lives of those directly affected by conflict but because 
they are the reminders of how we have all benefitted from the achievements of 
those who have come before us. 

JOIN US FOR HERITAGE 
& CONFLICT:  SYRIA’S
BATTLE TO PROTECT
ITS PAST

Thursday 12th November 2015 at 7pm  
Royal Geographical Society, Kensington

We are delighted to welcome Prof. 
Maamoun Abdulkarim, Director-
General of Antiquities and Museums for 
Syria, to give the human story behind 
the global headlines.  We also welcome 
James Davis from the Google Cultural 
Institute who will report on the latest 
international efforts to meticulously 
record cultural heritage through 
advancing technology. 

Find out more on page 12

above left to right
Stari Most Bridge, 
Mostar, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in the  
19th century

After being destroyed 
in the Bosnian War a 
temporary cable bridge 
was constructed before 
the bridge was rebuilt 
in 1998

The bridge was reopened 
in 2004

above
The interior of Crac des 
Chevaliers, Syria in 2009

left
Crac des Chevaliers in 
March 2014 with debris 
from direct hits and fire, 
as well as remains from 
the rebel occupation of 
the castle
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You join WMFB from the National 
Trust. What was it about WMFB that 
appealed to you?
The cause. I’m really interested in a 
charity that doesn’t own anything, but 
helps others to breathe new life into the 
most extraordinary places in Britain and 
across the world.

How do you see World Monuments 
Fund Britain’s role evolving under 
your tenure as Executive Director?
I want us to continue to deliver great 
conservation projects in the UK. Our work 
at places like Stowe, Strawberry Hill and 
Coventry is simply jaw-dropping, but 
we also have to make more of our global 
reach. The ‘World’ element of our title 
says it all. One simple way of making this 
happen is by bringing great speakers from 
across the globe to the UK to talk about 
international heritage issues. Look out 
for our talk on Heritage & Conflict on 12th 
November - see page 12.

Why does heritage matter?
Without it we have no memory, no local 
distinctiveness, no themes that join or 
distinguish us, no sense of place, and 
none of the many other building blocks 
that contribute to our quality of life and 
that of future generations. 

Tell us about your background 
I’m an archaeologist by profession, 
training at Lancaster, Birmingham and 
Liverpool, so I spent the early part of my 
career down deep, muddy holes across the 
Midlands. I went on to run archaeological 
services in Stafford and Lancashire, 
before moving into general management 
for the National Trust in the North West.

What was the first building or 
piece of architecture to have left an 
indelible imprint on your memory?
My father was in the forces, so I was 
lucky enough to have a globe-trotting 
childhood: I love the simplicity of  The 
Tomb of Cyrus, the burial place of Cyrus 
the Great of Persia at the Pasargadae 
World Heritage Site in Fars Province, Iran. 

What do you see as the top issues 
facing heritage conservation  
in the UK today?
We are living in an age of austerity, which 
means that there will be continuing cuts 
to local authority budgets. This is already 
having a double impact: councils are 
losing internal heritage expertise and 
at the same time looking at new ways of 
managing historic buildings which many 
acquired during the interwar years. We 
can help find solutions. 

How do you see international 
heritage issues differing from  
those more immediate to us  
in this country?
Some big themes emerge here: 
climate change and environmental 
or humanitarian disaster, theft, and 
international conflict all rank alongside 
the variable impact of a global economy 
(modernisation, leading to destruction, or 
neglect). Again WMFB has a strong voice, 
uniquely belonging to a global charity that 
can mobilise support and resources.

How can people help?
Please get involved: join our events, 
donate to our projects, volunteer with 
us: Help us to make a difference and to 
conserve extraordinary buildings for 
current and future generations.

PROFILE

JOHN DARLINGTON 
Executive Director,World Monuments Fund Britain

In June 2015 we welcomed John Darlington, former North West Regional 
Director for the National Trust, as our new Executive Director. John joins 
at an exciting and critical time for WMFB as we look towards a future vision 
and set in motion new projects 
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Zanzibar’s Story 

May 2015 saw the launch of 
WMFB’s travelling exhibition, 
Zanzibar’s Story: Remembering the 
Past, Securing the Future at our 
first venue in London, The 
Gallery in Farringdon.  

The exhibition tells 
the story of Christ Church 
Cathedral in Stone Town, 
built by British missionaries 
in 1879 on the location of the 
last permanent slave market 
in East Africa, and our major 
EU-funded conservation 
project to repair the cathedral 
and create a heritage and 
education centre at the site to 
commemorate the abolition of 
slavery. To raise awareness of 
this internationally significant 
site and the reconciliation and 
tolerance the project is helping 

to promote in Zanzibar, the 
exhibition will tour three 
further venues which have a 
relationship to the cathedral or 
East African history in 2015/16: 

Ely Cathedral,  
Cambridgeshire
August 26–October 4, 2015
South West Transept, 7am - 6pm daily 

Centre for African Studies,  
University of Cambridge
November–December 2015

Dr Johnson’s House, London
January–March 2016

For the latest information on 
the exhibition visit  
www.wmf.org.uk

Bonnie Burnham due to leave WMF in November  
after 30 years at the helm

Bonnie Burnham, who has 
led World Monuments Fund 
since 1985, announced her 
plans to retire from WMF in 
February 2015. Joshua David, 
Co-Founder and former 
President of New York’s 
Friends of the High Line, will 
succeed Bonnie on November 
2nd 2015. During her 30-year 
tenure as President and CEO, 
Bonnie spearheaded efforts 
to successfully grow the 
organisation internationally 
in order to meet the growing 
challenge of preserving 
the world’s important 
architectural and cultural 
heritage sites due to pressing 
global issues such as war and 
conflict, climate change, 
urban development, and 
neglect. The organisation 
has supported more 
than 500 projects in 
100 countries under her 
stewardship. Among 
her many achievements 
as the leader of WMF, 
Bonnie launched the World 

Monuments Watch in 1996 to 
transform global awareness 
of the need to protect historic 
and cultural sites. The Watch 
enabled WMF to become 
deeply involved in protecting 
sites in parts of the world it 
previously had no contact 
with. In addition, Bonnie 
created the WMF affiliates, 
secured endowment funds, 
oversaw the implementation 
of the transformative Robert 
W. Wilson Challenge to 
Conserve Our Heritage, and 
launched the Jewish Heritage 
Program, Modernism at Risk, 
and Heritage Sites in Conflict. 
As CEO, she was responsible 
for raising $250 million over 
the course of her 30 year 
tenure.  These are just a few 
of the shining examples that 
exemplify her extraordinary 
achievements during her 
time with WMF. We will miss 
her expertise and support, 
and wish her all the best for 
the future.

CA N YO U H E LP ?

We urgently need additional funding to help complete 
the project. To find out more, or pledge your support, 
please contact Andrew Rye on +44 (0)20 7251 8142, 
andrew@wmf.org.uk

 NEWS UPDATE

Over 70 supporters joined us on May 12th to celebrate the launch  
and enjoy a private view of the exhibition.
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 PROJECT UPDATE

ILLUMINATING 
STOWE 
In April 2015, two years after WMFB received 
a generous donation to create reproduction 
historic light fittings at Stowe, a large Adam 
style chandelier was carefully installed in the 
centre of the newly-restored Dance of the Hours 
ceiling painting in the Music Room, along 
with three bespoke glass and crystal lanterns 
in the nearby Large Library. 

The design of the new light fittings was 
based on a review of the historic evidence, 
including archive photographs, drawings and 
inventory descriptions for the original lights 
that furnished the state rooms of Stowe from 
the 1780s to the sale of 1921. Created by principal 
chandelier manufacturers Wilkinson Plc, the 
new lights provide the final decorative features 
for both rooms and complete their restoration.  

above
Two of the bespoke pendant 
lights in situ in the Large 
Library after installation

above right
Component parts of the 
Music Room chandelier are 
assembled in situ, including 
the hand cut crystal arms, 
link pear strands and pear 
drop pendants
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 PROJECT UPDATE

St Michael’s Cathedral following four years of conservation work

FUTURE SECURED:  
STABILISATION COMPLETE AT 
COVENTRY’S RUINS 

The final repairs to the North Wall of St 
Michael’s Cathedral were completed in 
March 2015, marking the end of WMFB’s 
major project to conserve and stabilise 
the iconic medieval ruins. 

The completion of the £1 million 
project is a milestone in WMFB’s four year 
partnership with the Cathedral, and was 
celebrated in May 2015 with a blessing in 
the ruins led by The Very Reverend John 
Witcombe, Dean of Coventry. 

Coventry’s medieval cathedral was 
bombed in World War II and the Grade 
I listed ruins are known globally as a 
place of peace and reconciliation. To 
safeguard their future WMFB helped 
secure the structural cracks, repair and 
replace crumbled stonework, protect the 
sandstone walls with new lead capping 
and rebuild sections of the parapet wall 
with support from American Express and 
The Paul Mellon Estate. 

WMFB continues to work with 
the Cathedral to finalise storage 
arrangements for their medieval glass 
collection and is supporting the site in 
defining its plans for the future.

FUTURE SECURED 
AT COVENTRY 

NEW WMFB PUBLICATION 

To share the story of Coventry, WMFB has helped 
produce a new book charting the history and 
significance of the city’s medieval cathedral. St 
Michael’s Coventry, the rise and fall of the old Cathedral 
includes research commissioned by WMFB on the 
medieval stained glass by Dr Heather Gilderdale 
Scott and the archaeology and architecture of the 
site by George Demidowicz.

To purchase your copy  for £14.95,  
contact us on  +44 (0)20 7251 8142 
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Annual Party
Tuesday September 29th 2015, 6.30pm

This year’s party is taking 
place in Bonhams’ iconic 
Bond Street saleroom as we 
celebrate the work of World 
Monuments Fund Britain 
and look to the future.

At an important point 
in the history of WMFB 
and a critical moment for 
cultural heritage on both 
the national and interna-
tional stage – the need to 
protect our buildings and 
monuments is greater than 
ever. WMFB champions 
heritage with people and 
communities at the core 
and relies on donations 
from our supporters and 

patrons to continue to 
breathe new life into these 
extraordinary places.

We are grateful to our 
supporters of this event.

This event is available to our 
members and supporters. 
To find how you can attend 
contact Sarah Meaker:  
sarah@wmf.org.uk or  
Tel: +44 (0)207 2518142

Heritage & Conflict:  
Syria’s Battle to Protect its Past 
Thursday November 12th 2015, 7pm

For the inaugural talk in 
WMFB’s Heritage & Conflict 
series we welcome Prof. 
Maamoun Abdulkarim, 
Director-General of Antiquities 
and Museums for Syria, to give 
the human story behind the 
global headlines, and James 
Davis from the Google Cultural 
Institute, to report on the 
latest international efforts to 
scan and document cultural 
heritage through advancing 
technology. 

With cultural heritage 
dominating the media 
for the most shocking of 
reasons in recent years, 
Prof. Maamoun Abdulkarim 
comes to us from Syria’s 
frontline efforts to protect 
its irreplaceable heritage 
from insurgent forces. As 
the destruction of ancient 
monuments and artefacts in 
the Middle East and North 
Africa continues to provoke 
global condemnation, 
and heritage is caught in 
the crossfire, deliberately 
targeted to gain the media 
spotlight or looted to fund 

extremist activity, what can 
be done – if anything – to 
protect what remains?  

Join us as we discuss the 
attack on cultural heritage and 
the international response.

Heritage in times of conflict is a 
focus of World Monuments: 50 
Irreplaceable Sites to Discover, 
Explore and Champion, which 
is being published by Rizzoli in 
celebration of the 50th Anniversary 
of World Monuments Fund and 
will be on sale at this event.  The 
book and anniversary celebrations 
are generously supported by 
American Express.

 EVENTS  

INSIGHT  MANAGEMENT
             I N T E R N A T I O N A L

SHAPING THE FUTURE.TOGETHER.  

BOOK NOW 

Thursday November 12th 2015 
7pm 
Royal Geographical Society 
1 Kensington Gore 
London SW7 2AR 
Doors open at 6:30pm

TICKETS

WMFB supporters/members 
£10, non-members £15

HOW TO BOOK  

+44 (0)20 7251 8142 or online at  
www.wmf.org.uk/activities  

AUTUMN 2015

The recently installed 
chandelier in the Music 
Room at Stowe House

left to right
Prof. Maamoun Abdulkarim

Crac des Chevaliers, Syria, taken March 
2014 following shelling and fire
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What’s your background 
and what do you do? 
My passion for buildings was 
ignited as a child watching 
the Sydney Opera House 
emerge from nothing: 
it was extraordinary. 
Today, after two decades of 
experience in international 
leadership and consulting 
for high-profile culture and 
heritage organisations, I 
am still excited to advise 
significant capital projects. 
The intersection between 
the historic and the new is a 
particular interest.  

What does your role as a 
WMFB Trustee entail? 
Providing advice based on 
experience, ensuring legal 
and financial oversight, 
determining strategic 
direction, practising 
good governance, acting 
as an ambassador for the 
charity and supporting and 
encouraging others to support 
the charity. While this is 
serious, we also have fun. 

How do you see heritage 
evolving in the UK in the 
next 50 years?  
I see the relevance of heritage 
sites being described more 
clearly to more people. 
Technology will enable this. 
Breathing new life into many 
of these sites is also essential. 
However, how to fund this 
will always be a challenge. 
Identifying and employing 
imaginative commercial 
uses and innovative funding 
techniques, balanced to 
ensure integrity is not lost, 
will be vital. 

Why should people support 
WMFB?
For those interested in the 
built environment and 
architecture, WMFB has a lot 
to offer. Through talks and 
lectures with leading experts 
and special private tours, 
I have learnt an enormous 
amount and met some 
wonderful people.  
What’s not to like?

We thank Insight Management 
International for their co-sponsorship 
of this year’s  Annual Party 
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2016 WATCH

Every two years the World 
Monuments Watch calls 
international attention to 
heritage at risk across the 
globe, and on October 15th 
the 2016 line up will be 
announced, marking the 
20th anniversary of WMF’s 
flagship advocacy programme. 
Founded in 1996 to help sites 
threatened by the forces of 
nature and the impact of 
social, political and economic 
change, Watch listing 
provides an opportunity to 
raise public awareness, secure 
valuable partnerships and 
instigate positive change. 

Next issue: we introduce the 2016 sites
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TO FIND OUT MORE GO TO WWW.WMF.ORG.UK/INVOLVED

ABOUT WORLD MONUMENTS  
FUND BRITAIN

World Monuments Fund Britain is a leading 
charity which conserves and transforms 
vulnerable buildings in the UK and 
abroad.  We build partnerships with 
people committed to protecting sites 
in their care and create long-term 
public value for the community, whilst 
preserving built heritage for future 
generations to enjoy.

We have worked in the UK since 1995  
and raised in excess of £18m to safeguard 
threatened architecture. But our impact 
goes far beyond this thanks to the 
biennial World Monuments Watch. The 
Watch draws attention to important 
historic buildings across the world which 
are facing a variety of challenges and have 
an uncertain future. 

Today, as industrialised development, 
extreme weather and poor funding 
continue to threaten fragile historic sites, 
the work of World Monuments Fund Britain is 
more vital than ever. 

You can help us build on our past  
successes by joining us as a Supporter.

WHY SHOULD YOU  
BECOME A SUPPORTER?

Like us, you love old buildings but you’re 
concerned that some still don’t receive 
the help they need. World Monuments Fund 
Britain stands up for these important, and 
sometimes forgotten buildings and gives 
them a better future. If we didn’t have 
support from people like you we’d be less 
able to help.

WE DO MORE THAN JUST  
RESTORE OLD BUILDINGS 

We believe that our distinctive 
architecture is a national asset, so it’s 
important that communities are able 
to benefit from their restoration. When 
we get involved with new projects we 
make sure visitor centres, charitable 
partnerships and on-site training 
programmes are built into the plans 
right from the start.Every penny you 
give helps to secure the future of historic 
buildings for everyone’s enjoyment.

WHAT DO YOU RECEIVE?

 – Satisfaction of knowing that you have 
made a difference to heritage in the UK 
and across the world

 – Updates on our work through our 
magazine, seminars and visits

 – Behind-the-scenes access 
 – Unique opportunities for learning 
 – Meet like-minded people

below
One of the pendant lights for the Large 
Library at Stowe is assembled in the 
Wilkinson Plc workshop prior to being 
installed in April 2015


