ZANZIBAR’S STORY: REMEMBERING
THE PAST, SECURING THE FUTURE
Zanzibar, Christ Church Cathedral and the last slave market

THE PROJECT
Christ Church Cathedral in Stone Town, Zanzibar,
was built in 1879 on the location of the last
permanent slave market in East Africa and is a site
of international historic and cultural signiﬁcance.
Zanzibar’s tropical climate took its toll on the
building and by the time World Monuments Fund
Britain (WMFB) became involved the cathedral
was in danger of collapse.
In 2013, the Anglican Diocese of Zanzibar and the
Zanzibar Government asked World Monuments
Fund to help protect this site of conscience. e
cathedral and the former slave market were
included on the 2014 World Monuments Watch,
WMF’s biennial advocacy programme for global
heritage at risk. WMF Britain was awarded a grant
of €743,000 from the European Union to
conserve the cathedral and create a heritage centre
commemorating the abolition of slavery.

A foundation stone was laid in 1873 and the ﬁrst service
held in the partially completed church on Christmas
Day, 1877. Illustration of Christ Church Cathedral on
a postcard, c.1910. © Mary Evans / Pharcide.

WMF Britain's travelling exhibition will tour
the following venues in 2015/16:
May 2015
e Gallery at 75 Cowcross Street, London
August – October 2015
Ely Cathedral, Cambridgeshire

e deteriorating condition of the cathedral before the
start of the project, pictured in 2013 with plastic
sheeting on the roof providing temporary protection.

November – December 2015
Centre of African Studies, University of
Cambridge
January – March 2016
Dr Johnson’s House, London
For dates and further details, see
www.wmf.org.uk

Stone Town is the oldest part of the capital Zanzibar
City, and a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
© Gary Otte / Aga Khan Trust for Culture.

REMEMBERING THE PAST
In the nineteenth century Zanzibar was the main
trade emporium of the western Indian Ocean.
Merchants embarked for the mainland from
Zanzibar’s wharves and returned laden with bounty
from the African heartland: ivory, gold, and slaves.
Slaves were brought to Zanzibar in chains, often
enduring horriﬁc hardship on their journey, and
sold in the city’s slave market. By the 1850s there
were up to 70,000 slaves in Zanzibar, and all
ethnicities and creeds participated in the trade.
e Atlantic slave trade was abolished by an Act
of Parliament in 1834 after a campaign by the
Anti-Slavery Society led by English politician
William Wilberforce. Scottish missionary David
Livingstone’s lectures on the East African trade
within lands under British control caused public
protest. Eventually, Sultan Barghash (second sultan
of Zanzibar, 1837–1888) was forced by the British
Government to abolish the trade. e slave market
was closed in 1873 and Zanzibar became a British
protected state in 1893 until independence in 1963.
e Universities’ Mission to Central Africa
(UMCA) purchased the former slave market and
built the cathedral under the leadership of
passionate abolitionist Bishop Steere. Known as
the ‘Slave Market Church’, the high altar was
positioned over the whipping post.

Loose photograph of a boy with leg shackles; on the
reverse is written ‘runaway slave being returned’;
Universities’ Mission to Central Africa (UMCA)
Archives, Box D4. © e Bodleian Libraries, e
University of Oxford.

Landing goods in the harbour of Zanzibar; Ny Illustrerad Tidning, 19 October 1872, page 332. © Mary Evans.

ZANZIBAR’S STORY: SECURING THE FUTURE
An important part of every WMF project in Africa
is providing training for craftspeople. In Zanzibar,
repair work has been undertaken by a skilled local
team led by an experienced building conservator.

e rose window is a signiﬁcant feature. Stained
glass is rare in Africa and the cathedral’s dates to
the construction of the building. Above: the
conserved rose window on the west gable wall.
Architecturally, the design combines inﬂuences from
Zanzibar and the Middle East with Victorian Gothic
and Arts & Crafts motifs. A crack ran the entire
length of the roof continuing through the west gable
and rose window, and water streamed through
broken roof tiles. e priority was to install stainless
steel rods across the vault to tie the walls together.

Plaster repairs on the apse parapet.

e team discovered that the apse parapet was
originally ﬁnished with white ‘Neeru’ plaster made
from crushed marble dust, a material used on ﬁne
buildings in Stone Town. Above: the original ﬁnish
was reinstated.

e organ loft ceiling was built using boriti timber
mangrove poles that were badly rotten and
infested. New boriti were inserted, plaster ribs
remoulded and small stones inset into the ceiling.

e creation of a Heritage Centre is an
opportunity to tell the story of the East African
slave trade in an unbiased and factual way, and to
promote reconciliation, diversity and tolerance
within Tanzania. e centre will include an
exhibition and education facilities, and is aimed at
Zanzibaris (particularly schoolchildren) and also
tourists. It will encourage visitors, raise awareness,
help the economy and create local jobs.

LIFE STORY: PETRO KILEKWA
“Petro Kilekwa was enslaved as child in c.1870
when he was only 5 or 6. He was playing near
some ponds catching frogs to take home, and
when he returned to his village he was caught by
strangers and sold to Swahilis.
Petro was marched from his home in central Africa
to the coast south of Kilwa. He was embarked on a
slave traders’ dhow bound for Muscat. e journey
was so long that food began to run short and they
were hungry. Water was short and it was mixed
with sea water.
eir destination was Muscat, but their dhow was
intercepted by the British Navy. ey were told,
“Europeans are coming! ey have sighted us.
ey do not want us Arabs, certainly not! But they
are after you slaves and they will eat you and they
will grind your bones and make sweetmeats of
them.” Kilekwa wrote, “When we saw the face of
the Europeans we were terriﬁed. We were quite

certain that Europeans eat people”. But instead
they were rescued and released from slavery.
Petro was chosen to work as a cabin boy on HMS
Osprey and later transferred to HMS Bacchante.
Eventually the boat returned to England and Petro
was sent to the UMCA Mission School at
Kiungani.
Kilekwa chose to go to Masasi as a missionary
teacher. He was ordinated in 1911 and was priestin-charge at Mkope Hill for 18 years and named in
King George VI’s Birthday Honours List. In 1957
he was invited to tea with Britain’s Queen Mother
when she visited Nyasaland, and in 1964 was
made honorary Canon of Likoma Cathedral. Petro
died in 1966.”
Summarised from a recording of Petro Kilekwa in
the British Library (1956) and his published
autobiography (1937).

Rescued East African slaves taken aboard HMS Daphne from a dhow, November 1868. © e National Archives.

MODERN DAY SLAVERY
Today, slavery is still practised in virtually every
country in the world. Human traﬃcking in the
twenty ﬁrst century is a growing epidemic and a
multi-billion dollar industry, generating an
estimated $35 billion annually.
With the adoption of the EU Anti-traﬃcking
Directive in 2011, courts all over Europe are now
judging crimes relating to human traﬃcking as
equally severe, and EU countries are obliged to
provide proper support to victims.
For more information visit:
www.ec.europa.eu/anti-traﬃcking

Haiti, Port-au-Prince 10/2012; Amberline (7, right)
with her three-month-old brother, Loubes. eir
mother Adeline (32, left) cannot aﬀord to feed her
children or pay for schooling. She plans to give
Amberline to a family as a ‘restavek’. ‘Restaveks’ are
children whose impoverished parents have contracted
them into domestic labour in the hope that the child
will get food and lodging, possibly even education.
However, the children are subject to the whim of their
hosts and are often treated as domestic slaves.
© Vlad Sokhin / Panos.

28.9 million
Estimated number of people in modern day
slavery. Global Slavery Index, 2014

CAN YOU HELP US?
WORLD MONUMENTS FUND BRITAIN
World Monuments Fund is the leading
independent organisation for the protection of
cultural heritage. Since its founding in 1965,
WMF has partnered with local communities,
funders and governments at more than 600 sites in
over 100 countries.
World Monuments Fund Britain is WMF’s largest
aﬃliate oﬃce, active in the UK and abroad since
1995. In that time, WMFB has helped restore and
conserve many vulnerable buildings, created new
educational resources, advocated for sites at risk
and spearheaded imaginative visitor facilities.
As a UK registered charity WMF Britain receives
no government funding. In order to continue our
vital work, we need the support of people like you.

To ﬁnd out how you can help make a
diﬀerence, please visit: www.wmf.org.uk

St George’s Church, Bloomsbury. © Richard Holttum /
WMF Britain.

is World Monuments Fund Britain project is
funded by the European Union in partnership with:
Anglican Diocese of Zanzibar
Christian Engineers in Development
Zanzibar Stone Town Heritage Society
With support from:
US Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation
Government of Zanzibar
Strawberry Hill was a 2004 Watch site, and reopened
in 2010 after a major project with the support of
WMFB funding and advocacy. © Richard Holttum /
WMF Britain.
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